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Constraints Perceived by the Kennel Owners in Rearing of
Indigenous Dog Breeds (Rajapalayam, Kanni and Chippiparai Dog)
in Southern Districts of Tamil Nadu

R. Selvakkumar’ 10.18805/BKAP515

ABSTRACT

The increased demand for indigenous native dog’s breeds like Rajapalayam, Kanni and Chippiparai, leading to flourishing of more
kennels in and around the breeding tract of the above breeds. The breeders without an experience in dog breeding are also involved
in this dog breeding business and some of them face number of problems in running the business and meet with fiscal loss. Individuals
who run the kennel with successful managemental practices and marketing tactics can only survive in this business. Considering the
above problems in mind, a study was carried out to list out the major constraints perceived by the kennel owners of the indigenous
dog breeds so as to sketch out a package of practices in indigenous dog breeding business. A study was carried out to identify the
major constraints perceived by the dog breeders of the above indigenous dog breeds. The data were collected by pre-tested interview
scheme from 39 kennel owners randomly selected from the breeding tract viz Virudhunagar, Tirunelveli and Thoothukudi districts of
Tamil Nadu. Prime constraints listed in the previous study were used to get response form the kennel owners. Kennel owners with
more than five year of experience and maintaining more than 25 adult breedable dogs were interviewed. The constraints perceived by
the kennel owners were collected and Garett’s ranking technique was followed to rank the constraints perceived by them in their
business. The study revealed that, majority of the dog breeders reported that, the unavailability of timely veterinary care (83.80%) is
the major problem in dog breeding business followed by high cost involved in establishment of kennel (70.15%), difficulty in getting
KCI registration for their dog (58.23%), unavailability of Vaccine (56%), frequent disease problems (50%), unethical business tactics
by the competitors (48.33), inbreeding and inherited diseases (45%), pup Mortality(40%), poor breeding performance of dogs (35%),
low demand and low price for the pups (28%) and unaware about scientific management (17%).
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The Rajapalayam, Kanni and Chippiparai dogs are more
familiar among the pet owners and breeders as guard dogs
due to their delightful appearance and hardy nature. These
dog breeds are found in the southern district of Tamil Nadu
(Virudhunagar, Thoothukudi and Tirunelveli district),
India. History is replete with information about the origin
of these dog breeds but no solid evidence exists to prove
its exact origin. The increased demand for indigenous native
dogs breeds like Rajapalayam, Kanni and Chippiparai,
leading to flourishing of more kennels in and around the
breeding tract of the above breeds. Lockdown and work from
home during the COVID-19 pandemic gave more leisure
time to the public and this led to more interest among the
public in rearing pets including dogs and these all will result
in more demand for indigenous dog breeds. The breeders
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without an experience in dog breeding are also involved in
this dog breeding business and some of them face a number
of problems in running the business and meet with fiscal
loss. Individuals who run the kennel with successful
managemental practices and marketing tactics can only
survive in this business. Considering the above problems
in mind, a study was carried out to list out the major
constraints perceived by the kennel owners of the indigenous
dog breeds so as to sketch out a package of practices in
indigenous dog breeding business.
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The present study was carried out in 39 randomly
selected kennel owners maintaining the indigenous dog
breeds like Rajapalayam, Kanni and Chippiparai dog breeds
in Virudhunagar, Tirunelveli and Thoothukudi districts of
Tamil Nadu. The constraints perceived by the breeders were
collected by direct interview and Garett’s ranking technique
was followed to rank the constraints perceived by the
breeders of indigenous dog breeds. The breeders were
asked to rank the factors that were limiting the breeding
business of the above dog breed. These orders of merit
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(Fitzpatrick and Evans, 2009) and increased incidence of
congenital disease (Khlat and Khoury, 1991).

Ignorance about scientific management is ranked at
11" position and only 17% of the respondents considered
this as a constraint. In contrast to this, the study of Sakshi
et al. (2017) revealed that lack of knowledge on scientific
dog rearing management was the prime constraint and
ranked at first place.

Unavailability of vaccine against all diseases was
perceived as a problem by 56% of the respondents and this
was supported by the findings of Selvakkumar (2021), in
which only 60 per cent of the dog owners were vaccinated
their dog against all diseases due to the unavailability of all
vaccines with the nearby sources.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, unavailability of proper veterinary care is
perceived as a major problem by the breeders and this will
be resolved in future due the establishment of new Veterinary
colleges in Tirunelveli and Theni districts of Tamil Nadu state.
Implementing an easy registration process by KCl is the
timely need for the registration of indigenous Dog breeds.
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